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“It says something that the player of the season so far in the 
South African Super Rugby conference is Argentina's Pablo 
Matera.” - JW Coetzee expressing himself on Twitter this past 
Saturday afternoon.
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Fantastic Blitzbokke Win Second 2018/19 Title

To borrow from the oft-quoted American baseball 
star, Yogi Berra, it was deja vu all over again in 
Singapore this weekend for the Blitzbokke. As in 
Hong Kong, they cruised through the pool rounds 
winning all three of their encounters: Scotland (36-
10); Canada (36-0) and Fiji, yes, Fiji (17:7).

That made it their second victory in a row over the 
south sea islanders and set them up nicely for the Cup 
quarter-final against Samoa – a team that plays a 
similar brand of rugby. Fans were uneasy though, 
because they came unstuck in the last eight at last 
week’s Hong Kong round of the series.

And five minutes in, the worries seemed justified 
when the Blitzbokke found themselves 12-0 down. 
But they bounced back with a try by Impi Visser, 
which was converted by Branco du Preez. After half 
time, two more converted tries sealed the place in the 
semi-finals where USA lay in wait.

 

South Africa ran out to an early 12-point lead before 
the USA pulled one back through an unconverted try. 
In the second half, the Blitzbokke struck twice again 
– once through Impi Visser and the second courtesy 
of a penalty try. Final score 24-12.

Meanwhile the other side of the draw saw Fiji win 
through to the final by beating New Zealand and 
England both convincingly. And when they ran out to 
a 19-0 half-time lead in the final it looked all over.

Indeed, a statistic was cited by the television crew – 
no team had come back from a half-time deficit to 
win a Cup final in the 2018/2019 season. In the 
second half the Blitzbokke did just that to snatch 
victory from the jaws of defeat and take the 
Singapore title. The whole match took a little under 
20 minutes; watch it (it starts about seven minutes in).

Neil Powell and his squad will be thrilled and are 
probably back in the country preparing for the final 
two rounds of the HSBC World Rugby Sevens 
Series, in London on the last weekend of May and in 
Paris the first weekend of June. 
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Business As Usual for Some; Upsets for Others

As we mentioned in the covering email, there were 
mixed feelings in the newsroom this week. Smiles 
over the Blitzbokke but grumbles - mostly from the 
editor's corner - after the Lions suffered another 
unexpected defeat to what our editor calls a vastly 
inferior team. But we start this report thousands of 
kilometres away in Christchurch, New Zealand.

It was probably one of only two results this weekend 
that was NOT an upset, according to our editor, but it 
almost was. Last Friday, Crusaders were facing a 10-
0 deficit after just 11 minutes. And at half-time it 
was 10-7 but then the home side went up a gear and 
completely outclassed the Highlanders. Final score 
was 43-17, putting the south island team well out in 
front on the combined championship table.

Then came the first of a string of surprises delivered 
this weekend: a travelling Stormers team missing 
captain Siya Kolisi as well as Springboks Eben 
Etzebeth and Pieter-Steph du Toit, utterly trounced 
the Rebels in Melbourne, running out 24-41 winners 
in the end.

The early game on Saturday saw a struggling Chiefs 
side host the Blues from Auckland. The pundits 
mostly expected an away win because the Chiefs had 
lost at the same venue to the Sunwolves earlier in the 
season. But they were wrong: the final score was 33-
29 in favour of the hosts.

Then came the third upset of the weekend with the 
Lions beginning their tour of the antipodes against a 
lowly-placed Brumbies outfit in Canberra. 

 

Sadly, for our editor and many other Lions fans, the 
visitors reproduced the utterly clueless rugby of last 
weekend half a world away. Final score 31-20.

A glance around the interwebs suggests that the 
thrashing the Sharks received at the hands of the 
Argentinian Jaguares was an upset. Not according to 
our editor, who felt that the result was an accurate 
reflection of the “quality” of the home side. The final 
score was 17-51.

The chirp of the weekend has to be JW Coetzee’s 
effort on Twitter on Saturday: “It says something that 
the player of the season so far in the South African 
Super Rugby conference is Argentina's Pablo Matera.”

Saturday’s final match was at Loftus in Pretoria where 
the Bulls entertained the Reds from Australia. It was 
only other match to go as generally expected when the 
home team – playing in unfamiliar green and white 
colours – were too strong for the visitors.
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Club Rugby Season Closes With a Bang

The local non-universities club rugby season played 
itself out this past Sunday with a final in front of 
packed stands and grass banks at Impala Rugby Club 
in Rustenburg. Newrak Impala got off to a flier with 
an early penalty and try, but Durbanville-Bellville 
bounced back with a try of their own and a penalty to 
lead 8-10 after some 15 minutes.

Then the home team scored a second try, in the 
opposite corner to take the score to 13-10. The next ten 
minutes tested the defensive systems of both teams 
before Impala’s lock forward scored just to the left of 
the uprights and he was followed over shortly 
thereafter as his left wing crossed for his second try of 
the match, this time under the posts.

At half-time the hosts were leading 27-10. The third 
quarter was a real arm-wrestle with the first points of 
the second half coming in the 65th minute as the home 
team goaled a penalty. But that seemed to wake up the 
Durbell side because they replied almost immediately 
with a seven-pointer.

Five minutes later, after a succession of penalty 
advantage calls by the referee, the visitors crossed 
again bring them to within six points of Impala’s lead 
– with eight minutes to go. But Impala struck right 
back with a try of their own to give the home side a 13 
point lead with some two minutes left on the clock.

Once again, a series of advantage calls led to a final try 
after the hooter by the team from Durbanville-
Bellville. It was a superb end to what has been a highly 
entertaining 2019 club rugby championship. Oh, yes, 
the final score was 37-31 to the 2019 SSG Gold Cup 
champions, Newrak Impala, the club’s third title in 
five years.

Fantastic Varsity Cup Ends on Sour Note

The rugby in the first 60-odd minutes of the FNB 
Varsity Cup final between Maties and UP-Tuks in 
Stellenbosch was spectacular. From the kick-off, the 
home side was on the attack and they crossed for the 
first try inside of five minutes.

For the next 25 minutes or so, the advantage swung 
from one side to the other. Eventually, Maties 
crossed for a second try in the 32nd minute to stretch 
their lead to 12-0, which is how the first half ended. 
As neutral spectators, we felt the Tuks game plan 
seemed straight out of the 1970s SA rugby play-book 
– kicking away far too much quality possession.

It got worse in the 50th minute: when the home team 
scored a seven point try, taking the score to 21-0 with 
the conversion. That score seemed to wake up Tuks. 
Within 5 minutes, they had scored at the other end 
after a sustained period of pressure during which the 
ball was not kicked a single time: 21-5.

And then after the strategy break midway through the 
second half, Tuks scored a second time in the other 
corner and successfully converted it this time: 21-12.

Just as Tuks were exploding back into the game with 
a series of attacking plays, their full back received a 
red card when the tackled player ducked into the 
tackle.

At 15 minutes to go, that ended the match as a 
contest. It was a disappointing way to end what has 
been, until now, a brilliant Varsity Cup season. Final 
score 34-12.
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