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Mixed Feelingson a Tragic Weekend

Before we start talking rugby, we want to express
solidarity with all those who have come out in
support of the victims of the barbaric mosgue attacks
last Friday in Christchurch, New Zealand. People like
that perpetrator, in our view, are a strong argument
for the death penalty.

But before the full horror of those events had begun
to penetrate the news cycle, the first scheduled kiwi
derby of the round took place in Waikato, wherethe ~ Meanwhile, in Dunedin, after discussions between
Chiefs and the Hurricanes played to a 23-all draw. the teams, management and other interested parties, it
And across the Tasman in Canberra, the hometown ~ Was decided to cancel the Highlanders vs Crusaders
Brumbies shaved the Waratahs 19-13. fixture out of respect for the 49 people who had been
murdered in Christchurch the day before [Another
On Friday night, the Stormers bullied the Jaguaresat  person died later - Ed].

Newlands — although our esteemed editor reckonsit _

was the “moron with the whistle” who bullied the Because of the tragedy half aworld away, the Lions
Jaguares_ Ear'y Saturday morni ng (SA t| me), in What VS RebeIS matCh began W|th bOth teams and matCh

seems like an evenly balanced match, the Reds officials forming aring in the centre of the pitch for a
burgled awin against the Sunwolves with what was ~ moment of silence in honour of those who had died.

things did not go well for the Lionsin the first half
thanks, mainly, to some indifferent defence and two
intercept tries.

Early in the second half, the visitors scored again to
seemingly put the game out of reach at 5-33 but the
Lions don’t give up. From that point forward, the
home side scored 31 unanswered points to win what
was easily the most entertaining match of the
weekend. The video highlights are well worth a look
if you missed the match — as our editor did thanks to

load shedding.
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Wales Grabsthe Six Nations Crown

Asindicated in last weekend’ s newsletter, any one of
three teams could have taken the Six Nations this
weekend but Wales ran onto the park determined to
take the title. The home team just smply didn’t let the
Irishinto the game at all.

The final scoreline (25-7) was only given a modicum
of respectability by an extratime converted try by
Ireland. Prior to that moment, the score was 25-0. But
the win did something else for Wales: it completed a
clean sweep of all opposition in the tournament this
year, thereby guaranteeing the Six Nationstitle.

Buried in the rules of the competition is a clause that
states, simply: “A Union that wins all five of its
Matches (a* Grand Slam”) shall be awarded a further
three Match Points.” Those three points put Wales out
of reach of the English, turning the match against
Scotland at Twickenham into a dead rubber.

In the minds of many rugby fans, Warren Gatland’' s
charges are suddenly in the mix for the World Cup in
Japan later thisyear. For South African fans, if the
Springboks make it to the final, it could be another
shot at ending the Welsh unbeaten run (currently at 14
matches).

But, we digress. Earlier in the day France travelled to
Rome to face the Italians and came away with a
decisive victory.

And on Sunday, despite the result in Cardiff, there was
that dead rubber to deal with and even though England
ran out to a 31-0 lead in the first 30 minutes, the Scots
were not cowed. They fought back to lead 31-38 and it
was only an extratime converted try (again, yes) that
salvaged a draw for the home team.

Disappointing PRO14 Getsto Sharp End

There are only four rounds left in the conference phase
of the 2019 PRO14 competition. The scheduling is
puzzling because the teams play this weekend, skip a
weekend; then play over two successive weekends,
skip another weekend and then wrap up on Saturday
27 April.

After that, will be the knock-out phase when the the
top three clubs in each of the two conferences face off.
Thetop club in each conference gets a bye into a home
semifinal while positions two and three play in each
conference face off in a quarter-final for the other
semifinal places.

Last year, the Cheetahs made it to the semifinal.
Looking at the conference tables, there’' s a slim chance
of them making it this year but the Kings are out of it
completely. Both are languishing in sixth position on
thelir respective table but Cheetahs will probably have
towin all four of their remaining fixtures to squeak
into asemifinal qualifier.

First up they face the leaders of their own conference,
Glasgow Warriors, in Glasgow. Thereafter, they have
three home fixtures: Ospreys (marginally above them
on the table), Dragons (bottom of the other
conference) and Kings. On paper, they should win the
last three but, as we've said before, rugby isn’t played
on paper.

The Kings on the other hand, will be desperate to keep
their noses in front of the Dragons, whom they lead by
asingle point. Kings play Ulster in Ulster, Dragons
and Ospreys at home in Port Elizabeth and then
Cheetahsin Bloemfontein. We'll be watching
developments with interest, as usual.
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Varsity Cup Getsto Crunch Time

The first match this past Monday was a do-or-die
encounter in Johannesburg for Wits and the UCT
Ikeys. Both still had mathematical chances of making
it to the semifinals and for both, a win was not-
negotiable. So, a crunch match.

That didn’t detract from a spectacle of superb running
rugby during which the lead changed several times—
until about the 55th minute when Wits seemed to slow
things down and focus on ball retention and territory.
Even so, Ikeys very nearly burgled it in the last few
minutes with along range 7-point try but superb cover
defence kept them out. They eventually did score a 5-
pointer but the match finished 30-29 in favour of Wits.

But the big match this week was NWU-Pukke against
UP-Tuks in Pochefstroom. The winner would go a
long way towards securing a home semifinal so,
another crunch match, but at the sharp end of the table.
And it was an arm-wrestle from the first minute to the
last, everywhere except on the scoreboard. The home
team just couldn’t find a way to score and even though
they had plenty of opportunity, they kept turning the
ball over at key moments. Final score: 0-28, virtually
guaranteeing Tuks a home semifinal.

Elsewhere on Monday night, CUT upset Shimlas 38-35
in the Bloemfontein derby while bottom of the log
UWC chalked up their first win of the season by
defeating UJ 29-17.

So, barring an upset in the semifinals, thisyear's
tournament final is looking more and more like yet
another south-north derby featuring Maties and Tuks.
The only thing still to be decided is the venue,
although Stellenbosch is the favourite at present.

Gold Cup Round Two Offers Surprises

Round two of the SSG Gold Cup 2019 saw some
expected results and some unexpected onestoo. Asin
every pool round, eight matches were played this past
Saturday. The results were as follows:

Pool A:

Durbanville-Bellville 33-37 Northam Platinum
Rhinos

Stiles Progress George 33-28 Onel.ogix United Bulk
Villagers Worcester

Pool B:

Phakisa Holdings East Rand United 34-22 Sasol Digi
Mag Secunda

Multisure Gardens 30-28 College Rovers

Pool C:

CT Hydraulics Sishen 10-23 Recall Security
Bloemfontein Police

ABE Midas Naka Bulls 70-12 Welkom

Pool D:
Newrak Impala 38-36 Hollywoodbets Swallows
Rototank Roodepoort 41-33 KWV Springs

With the third and final pool round scheduled for this
weekend, only three of the sixteen teams can be
reasonably sure of aquarter-final place thanks to two
wins from two matches: Northam Platinum Rhinos,
ABE Midas Naka Bulls; and Newrak Impala.

For the rest, there are till five places up for grabs on
Saturday and the details about the venues of the
matches and kick-off times on Saturday can be found
on the SA Rugby website.
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Take Simelaneto RWC19; Not Kri€

There' s afascinating opinion piece on AllOutRugby
by Nick Law in which he suggests, nay, demands, that
Rassie Erasmus leave Jesse Kriel behind and rather
take Wandisile Simelane to the World Cup in Japan.

He writes: “ Simelane’ s mouth-watering performance
for the Lions last week didn’t surprise anyone who
witnessed him bagging tries for fun asaBaby Bok in
2017 and 2018. Hearts jJumped when his debut Super
Rugby start was announced and, against the Jaguares,
he made 105 running metres from 11 carries, beat 8
defenders, scored a blistering try, and clearly displayed
his game-breaking abilities with a beautifully-timed
basketball pass that set up atry for Kwagga Smith.”

What' s remarkable is that was written before the
incredible Lions' comeback (from 28 points behind)
this past weekend against the Rebels, a performancein
which Simelane played the full 80 minutes, made
crucial tackles, breaks and passes.

What Law’ s opinion fails to consider is Simelane’s
youth. He turned 21 thisweek and thisis hisfirst
season of Super Rugby. Aswonderful asit would be to
see him in green and gold [again, he has played for the
baby boks— Ed], it is probably premature.

As Law notes, the incumbent in Rassie' sthinking is
most probably Lukhanyo Am. Taking Simelane to the
World Cup instead of Kriel may reduce the coach's
flexibility to select for a more experienced and
defensive game plan, should that be required. But all
that said, there is along way to go in Super Rugby
2019 and the young Lion could still force hisway into
Coach Rassi€ sreckoning —if he hasn’t already been
flagged as a player to watch, which seems quite likely.

Sunwolvesto be Axed from Super Rugby?

Regular readers will remember areasonable facsimile
of this headline from an issue of this newsletter late
last year. The rumour began doing the rounds in
November and then died down without any clarity
from SANZAAR.

We first spotted the resurrected rumours in a piece on
New Zealand' s RugbyPass this week, in which
“reportsin the Australian media” were cited:

“Itisbelieved that South Africaare behind callsto
remove the Japanese based franchise from the
competition, citing travel distance and lack of interest
in their games.

"Japan’ s support of France over South Africafor their
2023 Rugby World Cup bid aso frustrated SA Rugby
and could be seen as a contributing factor.”

WEell, it does make sense but it’ s rather unfortunate for
the growth of the competition. Nevertheless, the
rumours spread like wildfire and began to sprout other
unverified facts to the point that SANZAAR felt that it
had to intervene. It did so by putting out aterse two
sentence statement on the matter:

“SANZAAR will issue an official statement on the
future of the Super Rugby tournament on Friday 22
March [at] 14:00 Sydney local time.

"SANZAAR and its stakeholders will not be making
any comment on Super Rugby until the statement has
been released.”

Presumably, all will be revealed tomorrow (assuming
that you' re reading this with your morning coffee).

Page 6


https://twitter.com/NickLaw86
https://www.alloutrugby.com/take-wandi-leave-jesse/
https://www.alloutrugby.com/take-wandi-leave-jesse/
http://www.suprxv.com/video/lions-v-rebels-rd5-2019-super-rugby-video-highlights-super-rugby-video-highlights_d721bdd64.html
https://www.world.rugby/u20/video/340032
https://www.world.rugby/u20/video/340032
https://www.rugbypass.com/news/sunwolves-to-be-axed-from-super-rugby-reports

