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“Rassie Erasmusisa man with avision, prepared to
advocate for bold changesin order toright the path of the
Springboks and save them from their plight.”

- Ben Smith, kiwi scribe and rugby analyst
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Blitzbokke Bounce Back Brilliantly

While their chances of retaining their HSBC World
Rugby Sevens Seriestitle in 2019 are still purely
mathematical, it was nice to see them bounce back in
Vancouver after being so poor earlier in the season.

The previous week in Las Vegas, they had been
surprisingly held to a 5-5 draw by Chile but got the
chance for abit of revenge when they faced the same
team in the first round in Vancouver. The revenge
was very sweet: 43-0.

Thiswas followed by a solid win over Wales (19-10)
that included an audacious bit of play by Selvyn
Davids. Acrobatically using aleft-footed kick to keep
the ball in play and to be gathered by his captain
Philip Snyman, who recycled and created space for a
try out wide by one of Neil Powell’ s finds of the
season, JC Pretorius.

Then came the USA and, after being thrashed 29-10
by that team in Las Vegas aweek ago, the Blitzbokke
turned the tables convincingly in Vancouver, winning
the encounter 19-7.

That victory over the USA took their tally for the
season so far to 20 winsand 11 losses, and it set up a
quarter-final against Argentina.

The Blitzbokke beat the South Americans
convincingly (33-12) to set up a semifinal against
Fiji, which they also won (31-12). It’ sworth
watching again, and again: Fiji scored first and last
but in between the Blitzbokke scored five tries and
converted three of them.

That |eft the final against a resurgent France, which
ended 21-12, earning our Sevens Springboks their
first title of the season and afirst ever tournament
win in Canada. Powell’ s comments after the win are
worth listening to.

With four rounds left in the 2018/2019 season, they
still have a slim chance of retaining the title but that
will require those ahead of them on the tableto trip
up in one or more of Hong Kong, Singapore, London
and Paris. Hope springs eternal .
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Normal Service Resumesin Super Rugby

Good humour has returned to the newsroom this
week following the brilliant performance of the
Blizbokke (page 1) and, perhaps most importantly
for some, after the Lions returned to winning ways

with their third win in arow against their South
American opponents. But more about that |ater.

As has become customary, the Super Rugby
weekend for South African fans began on Friday
morning with amatch from Wellington, New
Zedand. The Hurricanes faced the Highlandersin a
tense affair during which the lead changed several
times, but, in the end it was the home team that
triumphed and set that trend for the weekend.

Across the Tasman the first of two Australian derbies
kicked off in Melbourne as the Rebels hosted the
Brumbies. Again it was the home team that won,
although they almost left it too late and triumphed
courtesy of two triesin the last quarter.

On Saturday morning, it was business as usual in
Christchurch as the Crusaders literally crushed the
Chiefs, 57-28.

It was the home team’ s first bonus point win and it put
them solidly on top of the New Zealand conference,
four points clear of the Hurricanes.

The Sunwolves played superbly again but just couldn’t
contain Rieko loane, whose four tries came at crucial
times and allowed the Blues to get their noses in front
and keep them there. It was also the Blues first win of
the season, making it an extremely popular result down
in Auckland.

Over the Tamsan in Sydney, the Waratahs edged their
compatriots from Queensland in a match that was
considerably closer than the 28-17 final score suggests.
It was aso notable for the way in which the field cut

up underfoot after virtually every scrum, which wasn't
entirely surprising given that the Sydney Cricket
Ground isnormally used for, well, cricket and for some
weird game called Australian Rules.

Although the Lions didn’t look like losing it at any
point, the lack of experience showed in the way they
allowed the Jaguares to get back into the game and,
ultimately, rob them of a bonus point. The final tally
was seven tries to five in a scoreline of 47-39.

The final game of the weekend was Bulls vs Sharks at
Loftus and, apart from abrief period early in the
second half, the visitors never looked likely to win.

The half-time score was 19-0 and the Sharks finally got
on the score sheet with atry in the 42nd minute but the
Bulls responded with their second try barely two
minutes later. The final score was 37-14.
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Now There Really AreOnly Three

A couple of weeks ago we teased with a headline on a
Six Nations story about the possibility asit being
down to one of three that can still take it and, after this
week-end’ s fixtures, that has indeed come to pass.

With one round of fixtures left, Scotland, France and
Italy are all out of the 2019 tournament. The defining
round began last Saturday at Murrayfield where
Scotland battled bravely but went down 18-11to a
determined Welsh team.

A little later that day, England dispatched Italy with a
57-14 thrashing while, on Sunday, Ireland put paid to
France' s faint glimmer of hope with a solid 26-14 win
at Lansdowne Road.

These results leave Wales on top of the table on 16
points, England in second on 15 and Ireland in third on
14 points. This weekend, in what is now almost an
inconsequential fixture, France travel to Rome on
Saturday to face Italy with the home side desperate for
awin this season.

Later that day, Wales play Ireland in Cardiff ina
match that may well decide the championship this
year: if Wales win with abonus point, they will take
the Six Nations but they could still take thetitle
without the bonus point.

A win also allows this Wales team to achieve greatness
in the form of a clean sweep of a Grand Slam while
also extending their match winning run to 14 matches.

If, however, Ireland wins in Cardiff, the dreams will

all be over and the title race will be pushed over to
Sunday at Twickenham where England play host to
Scotland. A win for the home side may then hand the
2019 title to the English while aloss might see Ireland
retaining the title they won last year.

SA U18 Sevens Defend Windhoek Title, Again

Coach Marius Schoeman was delighted after his SA
Under-18 Sevens team cruised through the Capricorn
Group Sevens Rugby Tournament in Windhoek,
securing the title for the third successive year. The

baby Blitzbokke won all six of their matches, scoring
an impressive 294 points and conceding only 17.

The SA U18s kicked off the tournament with a
superb 41-0 victory against the Barbarians on Friday
and they built on this with two more comprehensive
victories — 54-7 over Zimbabwe and 35-0 against the
hosts, Namibia, later in the day.

They maintained this fine form on Saturday to topple
Germany 44-5 before out-classing Botswana by a
massive score of 91-0, earning a place in the final
against Germany in the process. The second triumph
over the Germans came at a reduced margin but
that’s expected in afinal: 29-5.

Schoeman: “The way the guys implemented the
game plan was...pleasing, and...more important...than
thewin. It isaways great to win tournaments...but
the main goal remains to develop young players so
that we can prepare them for our [senior] team..."
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Rugby That Just Keeps on Rocking

Thefirst FNB Varsity Cup match this past Monday
afternoon was a bottom of the table clash between
UWC and CUT in Belville. It was a scrappy match
with too much ill-discipline on the part of the hosts —
the worst of which was alifting tackle late in the first
half that earned ared card for UWC lock, Jean-Louis
de Lange.

That incident — and the resulting 15 minutes of having
to play aman-down against the visiting Free Staters —
probably cost the home side any chance they might
have had of awin. During that period, CUT took the
score from 5-14 to 5-28, leaving UWC with a
mountain to climb. While they gave it agood shot, the
home team couldn’t reliably break down the visitor’s
defence. Final score 21-38.

The second televised match of the day was potentially
mouth-watering: Tuks visiting Shimlasin
Bloemfontein. It was made al the more spicy by the
fact that it was two versus three on the table and

crucial to both teams since the outcome would give the
victors agood shot at a home semi final.

That was on paper but rugby isn’t played on paper. On
the grass of Shimlas Park, the home team threw
everything they had at Tuks but couldn’t penetrate the
Pretoriateam’ s defence until the 64th minute courtesy
of acharge-down. But it was too little too late. Final
score 14-27.

Played at more or less the same time as Shimlas vs
Tuks, Maties overcame a spirited UJ sidein
Stellenbosch and NWU-Pukke tamed the Ikey Tigers

in Potchefstroom.

Re-jigged Gold Cup Kicks-Off With aBang

As reported last week, the Gold Cup non-university
club rugby competition kicked off this past Saturday.
Now called the SSG Gold Cup, Presented by Blu
Approved & M4Jam, the first round was reportedly
quite a blast. The eight matches played this past
Saturday in round one finished as follows:

Pool A:

OnelL ogix United Bulk Villagers Worcester 40-41
Northam Platinum Rhinos

Stiles Progress George 7-35 Durbanville-Bellville

Pool B:

Multisure Gardens 14-19 Sasol Digi Mag Secunda
College Rovers 36-9 Phakisa Holdings East Rand
United

Pool C:
ABE Midas Naka Bulls 46-31 CT Hydraulics Sishen
Welkom 31-25 Recall Security Bloemfontein Police

Pool D:

RotoTank Roodepoort 31-52 Newrak Rustenburg
Impala

KWV Springs 13-17 Hollywoodbets Swallows

This weekend's fixtures, venues and kick-off times
have proved elusive but if you hook up the SSG Gold
Cup on Twitter or Facebook, you should find the
information that you seek.
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